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Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday and continues through Easter Sun-

day.  The gospels record the activity of Jesus as the final week of his life 

begins with riding through the city gates of Jerusalem on a donkey as peo-

ple cheered from the side of the road throwing palm branches in his path.  

Palms are a symbol of victory.  He continues to the temple’s outer court, 

driving out the money changers who were exchanging currency for per-

sonal profit as they capitalized on the needs of people coming to Jerusa-

lem to celebrate the Passover. He ministered to the needs of the people, 

met with his disciples to prepare them for what was to come; his crucifix-

ion.  He was anointed by a widow, betrayed by a disciple, hounded with 

questions by religious elders, and in the midst of it all begged God the Fa-

ther for mercy. Jesus faithfully completed what he came to do; reconcile 

all people, then and now, to God. 
 

The significance of Holy Week should never be far from our heart as Christians.  This week Jesus 

rode into the city of Jerusalem on a donkey (John 12:14).  The choice of a donkey must have been a 

deliberate choice as Jesus continued to demonstrate the way of peace, righteousness, and humility.  

In fact, of all the lessons we learn in life, one of the most important is how to ride a donkey.  

Jesus rode in peace, not contention and assault.  Jesus rode in humility, rivaling the plots, schemes, 

and conniving of those committed to his demise.  Jesus paid a very high price – his breath was ex-

tinguished on our behalf.   
 

This week Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane (Luke 21:39 - 46).  The scripture tells us that 

sweat wrung out of him like drops of blood.  He prayed, “Father, remove this cup from me.  But 

please, not what I want.  What do you want?”  He prayed even harder.  An angel was at his side.  

The sweat poured.  Of all the lessons we learn in life, one of the most important is how to pray.  

Not our will be done, but the will of God be done.   
 

This week Jesus forgave the people who crucified him (Luke 23:34).  Jesus teaches us that we can-

not carry forth the will of God with contempt in our hearts.  There is significance in Jesus holding 

up his higher calling in the midst of accusations, abuse, slander, and execution.  Jesus demonstrates 

that it is not the people he wanted to defeat.  Rather it was the spirit of pride and contempt that he 

waged war against.  Of all the lessons we learn in life, one of the most important is how to for-

give.  Few, if any of us, will find ourselves under the strain Jesus was under – the literal weight of 

the world on our shoulders.  However, we will feel overwhelmed from time to time and these times 

become our reference point for engaging the Christian call to forgive our oppressors.   
 

The significance of Holy Week should never be far from our heart.  Embrace the teachings.  En-

gage the spirit.  Lead forth with the conviction that we have been taught a better way and that the 

result of our conviction is blessing, not cursing.   



Church Notes 
 

We offer our condolences to the family of Dorothy Tucker who passed away recently. 
 

We will celebrate Children’s Sunday on June 9. 
 

Save the Date: Put Feet to Your Faith will take place on Sunday, June 23. So far one activity is 

confirmed: taking sandwiches to Common Cathedral in Boston. We are looking for 2 other activi-

ties. 
 

Volunteer Opportunity: Guests from Family Promise MetroWest will be hosted at First Parish in 

Framingham for one week from Sunday, April 14th to Sunday, April 21st. Together, we will provide 

food, shelter and camaraderie for homeless families from our community.  
 

Host Week First Parish in Framingham-- April 14 - 21, 2019 
 

First Parish in Framingham is host week for Family Promise MetroWest.   
Event Meeting Location: First Parish in Framingham 24 Vernon St., Framingham, MA 01701 
 

Please contact Andre Lamontagne at andre.s.lamontagne@gmail.com 
or 508-397-2251 if you have any questions. 

 

The ML/KC Scholarship Fund Talent Show was a great success. Many thanks to those who 

shared their talents: Evan Harris, Sarah, Josie and Rachael Thompson, Cheryl Perry, Lorna and 

friends, Paul Moore, the Rutherford family, “Those were the Days” singers, Sarah Russo, Kathie, 

Ray and Ed Zeman, Dan Cetrone, and our emcee - Al Harrington. Thanks to all who provided good-

ies for the bake sale.  This year we continued a small Silent Auction - inspired by Lecia’s donation 

of two handmade quilts. We added over $784.00  to the scholarship fund!!  Anyone who is applying 

to college, or is continuing for another year, or taking any educational course may obtain a copy of 

the application from Diane Halbert, Naomi Stanley or Ray Zeman, the Scholarship Committee. 

Please return before June 1. 
 

Earth Day Is This Month: Members and friends of First Baptist Church will be teaming up with 

Framingham’s Earth Day coordinators to help with recycling on Saturday, April 27. We will assist 

recyclers as they sort their batteries, light bulbs, Keurig cups, wine corks, CDs/DVDs, printer car-

tridges, and more. Start saving your own recyclables for the big day, and mark your calendar to vol-

unteer for one, two, three, or four hours between 11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. If you’re looking for 

community service hours, this day is perfect for you! You’ll also want to visit all the other fun and 

informative booths, shows, and exhibits. Please talk to Linda Devine to choose your time for helping 

us clean the earth. 
 

Walk to End Homelessness: Grab your sneakers, strollers, and leashes and help us raise funds to 

end family homelessness in our Metrowest community. Join us at our new starting location at Natick 

High School (15 West Street, Natick), with ample parking and lots of room for vendors, photos, mu-

sic, food, and fun. This event is for walkers of all ages. We will have food, activities, music, prizes, 

and awards. Walk as an individual or form/join a team. We need you to help us raise $165,000 for 

all of our programs that serve families facing homelessness. Walk takes place on Saturday, April 6. 

Registration starts at 8:00 am, walk starts at 8:20 a.m. 

mailto:andre.s.lamontagne@gmail.com


April Birthdays 

April 2019 

 5 Warren Leach 

 6 Inez Villaro 

 8 Marge Oxford  

 9 Beulah Novinger 

 12 Catherine Azurin 

 13 William Perry 

 13 Alex Vaz 

 14 Mary Moore 

 18 Chester Azurin 

 19 Martin Acevedo 

 27 Shirley Ross 

 27 Alan Harrington 

 29 Caroline Harrington 

 29 Jeffrey Harrington 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
 

3 
 
 

4 
7:00 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

5 6 
 

7 

9:45 a.m. Christian Education 

10:45 a.m. Worship 

 

Potluck Lunch 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
7:00 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

12 13 
 

14   Palm Sunday 
9:45 a.m. Christian Education 

10:45 a.m. Worship 

 

15 
 

16 
7:15 pm A&F 

Meeting 

17 
7:00 pm Executive 

Council 

18 
7:00 pm Maun-

dy Thursday 

Service 

19 20 

21   Easter 
7:00 a.m. Sun Rise Service 

7:30 a.m. Breakfast 

9:45 a.m. Christian Education 

10:45 a.m. Worship 

11:30 a.m. Egg Hunt 

22 23 24 25 
7:00 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

26 37 

28 
9:45 a.m. Christian Education 

10:45 a.m. Worship 

12:15 pm Deacons Meeting 

29 30     

Notes:  AA meets :  Monday evenings at 6:30 - 7:15 p.m. in the Children’s Room 
                      Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at Noon in Reilly Hall 
     Wednesday at 2:00 p.m. in Reilly Hall 
 
  Hope Bible Baptist Church rents space Fridays 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm and Sundays 3:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
 
All calendar entries are subject to change 



 

First Baptist Church in Framingham 

1013 Worcester Road 

PO Box 2415 

Framingham, MA 01703 

Sunday, April 14 - Palm Sunday 

10:45 a.m. Worship 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 18 

7:00 p.m. Tenebrae Service in Reilly Hall 
 

Good Friday, March 30 

Noon One Hour Service at Edwards Church 
 

Sunday, April 21 - Easter 

7:00 a.m. Sun Rise Service on Church Green  

followed by breakfast 
 

Adult Sunday School and 

Sunday School for children at regular times 
 

10:45 a.m. Easter Worship Service  
 

Following worship Easter Egg Hunt 
 

 


